[Is retrospective preventive detention finished? Legal consequences of the verdict of the European Court of Human Rights from 17.12.2009].
On 17.12.2009 the European Court of Human Rights announced a verdict on the admissibility of retrospective abolition of the 10-year time limit for the first preventive detention for violent criminals after a court process lasting 5.5 years. The Court decreed that this was a breach of the Convention and awarded the internee damages of 50,000 EUR. This verdict, which has initially brought the damages to the person concerned but not freedom, will have substantial effects on the right of preventive detention. This decision is final since 10 May 2010 after the High Court rejected the appeal of the Federal Government. This article presents the verdict of the European Court and discusses the sequelae for the right of preventive detention.